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Dear Senators Shelby and Leahy and Representatives Lowey and Granger:

The undersigned members of the Title IV-A Coalition as well as a broader group of national, state, and

local organizations encourage urge you to guarantee an adequate investment in federal education by

ensuring the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies bill receive its

proportional share—about one third—of discretionary dollars in the FY 2021 budget. Without allocating

the appropriate amount to the largest non-defense discretionary appropriations bill, many education

programs will continue to be underfunded, weakening their impact on our nation’s schools. Additionally,

we encourage you to fully fund the Student Support and Academic Enrichment (SSAE) flexible block

grant program under Title IV-A of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) at its authorized level of $1.6

billion.

The SSAE block grant supports three important education areas: 1) safe and healthy students

activities, such as providing comprehensive mental and behavioral health services to students,

implementing violence prevention programs, trauma informed care, and school safety trainings; 2)

increasing student access to a well-rounded education, such as: STEM; computer science and

accelerated learning courses; career and technical education; physical education; the arts; music;

foreign languages; college and career counseling; effective school library programs; social and

emotional learning; and, 3) providing students with access to technology and digital materials and

educators with technology professional development opportunities.

More specifically, the flexible block grant enables states and local school districts to support a variety of

services, such as school-based mental health programs, drug and gun violence prevention programs,

school safety trainings, physical education programs, and programs to help deal with the nation’s opioid

crisis. The grant also supports well-rounded learning opportunities, including expanded access to arts,

music, civics, computer science, CTE, and foreign language courses; Advanced Placement, dual

enrollment, and other rigorous and accelerated courses; and STEM and STEAM courses, which may

integrate arts and music to foster innovation and creative thinking. Additionally, the funding allows



districts to provide instructional and technological support for educators and school leaders

implementing personalized and digital learning.

Our organizations are grateful that on a bipartisan basis, Congress has provided a $3 billion investment

for Title IV-A, which has allowed districts to build on the investments over the years across all 3 buckets

the program supports. As district leaders better understand the flexibility of the SSAE grants, they are

eager to plan for the continuance and/or expansion of existing programs and services, and to create new

programs and are very concerned about funding cuts as they are just now seeing successes in their

districts. In fact, the Coalition’s survey of 1,000 districts across the country indicated that 90% of district

leaders considered Title IV-A funding “very important” and the anecdotal evidence has proven that this

funding is being used in innovative and flexible ways to support the unique needs of districts across the

country.

In order to support a safe and healthy school environment and make sure our students receive a

well-rounded education that puts them on a path to success, we must continue to invest in our nation’s

schools, educators, and most importantly, our students. For these reasons, we urge Congress to fully

fund the SSAE flexible grant program at $1.6 billion in FY 2021.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. We look forward to working with you to make sure

students in every community are supported to reach their maximum potential.

Sincerely,
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