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On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we urge you to increase the 302(b) allocation for the 
Labor-Health and Human Services-Education (LHHS-Ed) Subcommittee FY 2018 bill by at least its 
proportional share (~$20 billion) of the additional spending under the recent caps deal. We greatly 
appreciate that Congress recognized the need for additional spending to make the necessary 
investments in domestic programs under previous budget caps and we hope that LHHS-Ed will 
receive enough to make critical increases to education programs, including the flexible block grant 
under Title IV-A of the Every Student Succeeds Act. 
 
The Student Support and Academic Enrichment (SSAE) Grant Program under Title IV-A of ESSA 
supports well-rounded programs, safe and healthy schools, and the effective use of technology and is 
authorized at $1.6 billion for fiscal year 2018 (FY 2018) but only received $400 million in FY17. This 
new program is the result of Congress’ decision to consolidate more than 20 existing programs, most 
of which were competitive, into a single formula-funded flexible block grant program that has the 
potential to benefit millions of students by allowing districts to choose how to spend their dollars to 
support safe and healthy schools, well-rounded education, and the effective use of technology. The 
critical education programs meant to be supported by SSAE funds include: 1) safe and healthy 
students activities, such as providing mental health services to students; 2) increasing student access 
to STEM, computer science and accelerated learning courses, physical education, the arts, music, 
foreign languages, and college and career counseling; funds for an effective school library program; 
and, 3) providing students with access to technology and digital materials and educators with 
technology professional development opportunities.  
 
We strongly urge Congress to fully fund the SSAE program in FY 2018, as the FY 2017 allocation of 
only $400 million is wholly inadequate to provide the flexibility at the local level or to run the 
program as Congress intended. Funding this program at less than 25% of its authorized level in its first 
year has already presented serious implementation issues, including the need to allow states to 
allocate funds to districts competitively, contrary to what is authorized in ESSA. The promise of ESSA 
to provide local districts with flexibility to make meaningful investments in programs including 



computer science, AP, music and the arts, mental health services, and professional development for 
technology has been severely hindered due to Congress’ failure to provide adequate funding for this 
program in its first year.  
 
Congress must do better by our nation’s schools, educators, and most importantly, our students. For 
these reasons, we strongly urge Congress to provide a proportional share of funding to the LHHS-Ed 
Subcommittee and to fully fund the SSAE flexible grant program at $1.6 billion in FY 2018.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Action for Healthy Kids (AFHK) 
Afterschool Alliance 
Alliance for Excellent Education 
American Council for School Social Work 
American Counseling Association 
American Dance Therapy Association 
American Heart Association 
American Occupational Therapy Association 
American Psychological Association 
American School Counselor Association 
Campaign for the Civic Mission of Schools 
Coalition for Community Schools 
Collaborative for Academic Social and Emotional Learning 
Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL) 
Committee for Children 
CoSN 
Council of Administrators of Special Education 
Futures Without Violence 
Girl Scouts of the USA 

Health and Education Alliance of Louisiana 
Healthy Schools Network  
International Society for Technology in Education 
League of American Orchestras 
Learning Disabilities Association of America 
Lions Clubs International 
Museum of Science 
National Alliance of Concurrent Enrollment Partnerships (NACEP) 

National Association for College Admission Counseling 



National Association for Music Education 
National Association of Elementary School Principals 
National Association of School Nurses 
National Association of School Psychologists  
National Association of State Boards of Education 
National Association of State Directors of Special Education (NASDSE) 
National Center for Learning Disabilities 
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Assoc. (NIAAA) 
National PTA 
National Science Teachers Association 
National Summer Learning Association 
Partnership for 21st Century Learning 
School Social Work Association of America 
SETDA 
SHAPE America 
Society for Public Health Education 
Software & Information Industry Association 
The College Board 
The Joyful Child Foundation 
 


